Prevent Climate Disaster: Charge “Spewing Fees” for Polluting
ADVANCE \d 4Recent weather forecasts are frightening — pollution from human activities is changing Earth’s climate. In February 2007, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change concluded that evidence of human-induced climate change is “unequivocal.” We burn fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas) to make electricity, run factories, heat homes, and power cars, trucks and planes. All this burning is releasing enormous amounts of carbon dioxide, a “greenhouse gas” that is destabilizing Earth’s climate, causing record cold days in some places and record drought and heat in others. 

We must lower the amount of carbon dioxide spewing into the air, starting yesterday, because scientists tell us there is a point of no return coming soon. NASA-Goddard’s top climate scientist, Dr. James Hansen, calculates that humans must reduce the amount of carbon dioxide we spew into the air by 80% to avoid pushing Earth’s climate past the tipping point. After that, climate changes, bringing deadly storms, sea level rise, crop failure, disease epidemics, and refugee crises will accelerate rapidly, becoming unstoppable. 

ADVANCE \d 4The good news: We have the ability to reduce carbon dioxide pollution. We can cut energy waste, using available technologies and switching to renewable wind, solar and geothermal (heat from inside the Earth) energy sources. The bad news: People and businesses are spewing more and more carbon dioxide pollution each year, with no sign of slowing down. 

ADVANCE \d 4The solution: Add fees to the cost of fuels that cause climate change and increase the fees each year. This will encourage people and businesses to use less of those fuels. The fee on coal, oil and gas would be in proportion to the amount of carbon dioxide released when they’re burned. Think of it as the cost of spewing carbon dioxide into the air. There are different ideas about what we should do with the money collected through the fee; my favorite is to pay an equal share to each person. If you use an average amount of fuel then you will get back exactly the amount you paid in fees. A little more use than average means you pay in more in fees than you get back; and the opposite for a little less usage, rewarding those who use less. 

The advantage: People will change their behavior and will plan for even higher prices in the future. Fees on fuels that spew carbon dioxide when they burn will encourage everyone to plan far ahead. Which furnace would you buy if you knew the price of fuel would go up 7% each year from now on? How far would you live from work? Want to buy a fleet of Hummers for your business? Fine, but you’ll have to buy lots of fuel at prices much higher than today’s. Imagine an economy where we’d all be financially motivated to build and buy more efficient buildings, equipment and automobiles, and to save ourselves from further climate change that will ruin our crops, flood our cities, and kill people and animals.

ADVANCE \d 4It’s good business: In a Feb. 2007 speech to the US Chamber of Commerce, former Federal Reserve chairman Paul Volcker (who steered the US economy out of inflation at the end of the ‘70s and is revered in business and economics circles) declared that the U.S. has been “particularly delinquent” in responding to the climate crisis. He says it’s “fundamentally false...” to argue that taxes on fuels would ruin the economy. “If you don’t do it [tax fuels], you can be sure that the economy will go down the drain in the next 30 years.” 
ADVANCE \d 4For more information: The new Carbon Tax Center www.carbontax.org explains the many advantages of carbon taxes (what we call spewing fees here). The site also explains why taxes (or fees) will work better than “cap and trade” systems that allow companies to trade rights to pollute above a set cap. The cap and trade approach is too easy to cheat and doesn’t reward people and businesses sufficiently for changing their actions.

Charge “spewing fees” (carbon taxes) for polluting!
ADVANCE \d 4
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